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Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Liturgy of St. James

Trans. Gerard Moultrie

Traditional French

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary,

As of old on earth He stood,

Lord of lords, in human vesture,

In the body and the blood;

He will give to all the faithful

His own self for heavenly food.

4. At His feet the six winged seraph,

Cherubim with sleepless eye,

Veil their faces to the presence,

As with ceaseless voice they cry:

Alleluia, Alleluia,

Alleluia, Lord Most High!

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven

Spreads its vanguard on the way,

As the Light of light descendeth

From the realms of endless day,

That the powers of hell may vanish

As the darkness clears away.

This not-so-well-known Christmas song speaks of Christ coming

to earth in human flesh to defeat the powers of darkness.
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Coventry Carol

Traditional EnglishRobert Croo

This old English carol pictures mothers weeping over their young children 

as King Herod makes his attempt to destroy the King of Kings.

2. O sisters, too, how may we do,

For to preserve this day;

This poor Youngling for whom we sing,

By, by, lully, lullay.

3. Herod the King, in his raging,

Charged he hath this day;

His men of might, in his own sight,

All children young, to slay.

4. Then woe is me, poor Child, for Thee,

And ever mourn and say;

For Thy parting, nor say nor sing,

By, by, lully, lullay.
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Benjamin Russell Hanby
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